Lupus erythematosus-like syndrome induced by thiamazole and propylthiouracil.
A 17-year-old Japanese woman developed a lupus erythematosus-like syndrome during treatment for Graves' disease with thiamazole and propylthiouracil. Erythema, arthralgia, and low grade fever developed during therapy with thiamazole; purplish-red erythema developed during therapy with propylthiouracil. Antinuclear antibodies, anti-single-stranded DNA antibodies, and anti-double-stranded DNA antibodies were positive throughout the administration of these two drugs. Eruptions and other symptoms improved after their discontinuation. The titers of autoantibodies also decreased two months after withdrawal. The patient had HLA DR4.